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American Pain Society 

The American Pain Society is a multidisciplinary community that brings 
together a diverse group of scientists, clinicians and other professionals 
to increase the knowledge of pain and transform public policy and clinical 
practice to reduce pain-related suffering. 



The American Pain Society 

The only professional organization 
whose primary goal is the  
promotion of pain research  
in this country 
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2015 APS Board Members 
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JD MD 
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President 

Tonya Palermo, 
PhD 

Mark Wallace, MD 

Robert Edwards, PhD 
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International Association                                   
for the Study of Pain 

 

Portal to the Global World of Pain 

Michael Gold, PhD  
IASP Liaison  

University of Pittsburgh 
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APS Pillars 



NIH and other funders will recognize pain as a 
distinct and high priority health care problem 
deserving increased resources for research. 

Robert Gereau, PhD 
APS Board Chair for Research
Washington University School of Medicine 

Research 



Working together since 2005, 
toward the shared goal of… 

APS 

NIH Pain 
Consortium 

Moving the 
National 

Pain 
Research 
Agenda 
Forward 



Research Agenda 2015 
• Improve quality of pain grant reviews including 

– Supplying a list of pain experts and their fields of 
expertise to CSR (based on member volunteers). 

– Advocating for a dedicated basic science pain study 
section 

• Facilitating work of the NIH Interagency Pain 
Research Coordinating Committee (IPRCC) 
– National Pain Strategy 
– Interagency Pain Research Portfolio Database 
– Upcoming Federal Pain Research Strategy 

 





 
• Future Leaders in Pain Research 
• Rita Allen Foundation 
• Sharon S. Keller Chronic Pain Research Grant 
• Young Investigator Travel Awards  

(Supported by NIH grant R13NS092293) 
 
 
 

American Pain Society Grant Programs: 
 (a tradition for more than 3 decades)   





Mark Wallace, MD  
APS Board Clinical Chair 

University of California San Diego 

The prevention and treatment of pain will be 
improved in diverse clinical settings by 
applying APS standards of cost-effective, 
interdisciplinary, evidence-based care. 

   Treatment 



APS Clinical Guidelines Program 





Friday Afternoon Workshop  



Clinical Centers of Excellence 

• CCOE initiated 2006 
• Two program tracks 

– University-based 
– Community-based 

• 45 CCOEs awarded to date 
– 28 Academic 
– 8 Free-standing Clinics 
– 3  Integrated Healthcare Systems 
– 6 Other (VA, Telemedicine) 



Education 

APS will be the primary educational source for the 
acquisition and dissemination of the latest 
scientifically based information on pain and its 
interdisciplinary treatment. 

Tonya Palermo, PhD 
APS Board Education Co-Chair 
Seattle Children’s Research Institute 

Timothy Ness MD PhD 
APS Board Education Co-Chair 

University of Alabama, Birmingham 







Early Career Investigator Programs 



2015 Early Career Efforts 

• Early Career Forum – (2nd year) 
– “Meet the Expert” sessions – small group 

mentoring 
– Mock Study Section 
– Alternative Paths for A Career in Pain 
– Career Development Grants Discussion 

• Newly formed Early Career Advisory Group 



• Fundamentals of Pain Management: An Interdisciplinary 
Primer – May 11-13, 2015  
–14th consecutive year, 2 day intensive course 
–24 attendees representing the fields of Anesthesiology, 
Emergency Medicine, Family Practice, Internal Medicine, 
Neurology, and Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine 

–Dedicated Program Committee 
–Excellent faculty  

Charles Argoff, MD 
Course Director 

 
 





Mark Jensen, PhD 
Journal of Pain Editor www.AmericanPainSociety.org 

 

http://www.americanpainsociety.org/


Advocacy 

APS will effectively influence the evolution of public and 
private regulations, policies and practices in a manner that 
supports the development of optimal research, education, 
and interdisciplinary treatment of pain for all people. 

Edward Michna, JD MD 
 APS Board Advocacy Chair 

Brigham & Women’s Hospital 



Advocacy 

• Pain Care Coalition 
– APS partnership for Federal policy advocacy 

• APS, American Academy of Pain Medicine, 
American Society of Anesthesiologists 

• APS Public Policy Committee 
– Marijuana For Pain Position Paper 
– Opioid Use and Misuse 

• Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs (PDMP) 





The American Pain Society 

The only professional organization 
whose primary goal is the  
promotion of pain research  
in this country 



americanpainsociety.org 







2015 Administrative Domains 

Membership 
Renee Manworren, PhD APRN-BC 

PCNS-BC  
Connecticut Childrens Hospital 

Finance 
Jennifer 
Haythornthwaite, PhD 
APS Treasurer 
Johns Hopkins University 

Communications  
Kathleen Sluka, PT, PhD            
APS Secretary 
University of Iowa 

Governance 
Gregory Terman, MD PhD 
APS President 
University of Washington 



American Pain Society Vision 

The APS envisions a world where pain 
prevention and relief are available to 
all people.  
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